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Rome and Macedon

It is sometimes easy to forget that the Romans and Macedonians were part

of a vast, interconnected world, united by proximiry to the Mediterranean

Sea. The two states did not develop in isolation, but had a long history

of interaction well before tleir first confict in the late third century.

In the early months of 323, Arrian teports, a Roman embassy appeared

before Alexander the Great at Babylon.' This unlikely tale alleges that the

Macedonian conquero! struck by their orderly aPPearance and straight-

forward manner of speaking, and Iearning about their republican political
institutions, sagely predicted greatness for the Romans.'There also exists

a report that Alexander, and later Demetrius t]re Besieger, demanded that

the Romans rein in some pirates from Etruscan Antium, who regularly

harassed rhe western coasdine of Greece.r Alexander's uncle on his moth-

ert side, Alexander I of Epirus ("the Molossiari'), invaded southern Italy

in 114 and struck a ffeaty with Rome in 372, while engaged in operadons

against the Lucanians and Brutdans on behalf of the Tarentines. Livy, our
main source for these events, is deeply skepticd that Alexander would

' Ar. Anab.7.ry.y.
, This torch-passing story sem too good to be true. Arrian refised to vouch for iC salng he could

6nd no trre of ii in his b..st ,ortc*, Aristobulu md Ptolemy, nor' flm more xtonishingly if it

'H*T;^#,trWtJ::f;*""*.;11"1
re88: 83-e3 (with othu literat*e cited at 83 

". ffiit'JJi:fi##f:ffiH'#ff*
Al*ander is bmed on fact, reported by Cleituchus, but that the reaction ofAlexander, md his pre-

diction of future Romar greamess, were later elaboratiorm byAristu md Asclepiads.
, Suab. y.1.y (Cz3z.).

Rorte ,;

have adhered to the pact: had h,
Lucanians, the historian repeated
ally have turned his arms againsr i
ahead to the famous Italian inva.i
Pyrrhus of Epirus, himself a cou'-
whom the term "Pyrrhic Vicror-,'
the Romans, but lost too man'. -

to war elephants and the Mac.;.
diplomatic protocols.t tVord of -
soon reached the courts of thr :
Egyptian pharaoh Ptolemy il -

amicitia, "friendship," with rh; .

"The Storm Clouds

Inzzg and again inzr9, the Ro;::''
just across the Adriatic Sea fron -

peninsula. Polybius marked rL. , .

the Adriatic in arms wirh an ec..
passed over in silence, but mus: .
ing to grasp accurately both th. -

and growth of Roman dominic, -.

lllyrian fudiaei and their que...
sponsored piratical activiries .1s...

second was provoked by the aqs-.
been given a portion of the Ard-=,
ship with and loyalty to Rome ..l *:

' Liry 8.1.6. 17.9 to, z4i cL Jusr Epr.' :: :
Plut. Pynh.t5r-26.2:Livy Pa tt,tt.. -

6 Dio fr. 4y 7nt 8.6.1; Dion. Hal :. :! :-:
z15;Livy Per. 14. On the mmy probi::-, --
t915:6o-83; Dahlheim 1968: r4r-45: ::: -:-
5-8; Ecktein zooS: zot-21 Burton t.i: :: -
est in Rome before the late third cenrL- , ::

7 &nsp oi rcprpyo5, dllc ger' inrrs:: -

rlv flperepcv ouv0eqocoOar xqi r; : I :- :
z.z z).

8 Pol16. z.z-rz; App. Ill. 7; Dio rr 1r .;;
t)79t 195.-.7: Gruen t984: t7. t6--. .- '

(biarely concluding that the Romr; :"::r
almost looking for t casts belli" agahr: :.

, Polyb. 3.r5, r8-r9; App lll. 8; Di<: r: ., - :

rg84: t68-7J: Eclstein zoo8: 6e--. : ."
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20 Rome and the Third Macedonian'War

the Romans' decision to take action against Demetrius irt zt9, even though

he had been technically in breach of the treaty ending the first war for
several years by then, was motivated not just by the need to secure Italy's

eastern fank before the impending war with Hannibal and Carthage, but
also as a hedge against the increasingly prosperous Macedonian kingdom
under its vigorous and dashing new teenage king, Philip V Demetrius had

fought alongside Philip Vt predecessor and cousin, Antigonus III Doson,

at the Batde of Sellasia irr zzz.'o That smashing victory, which resulted in
the downfall of Cleomenes III of Sparta, was, according to Polybius, the

reason that Demetrius was "pinning all of his hopes on the royal house

of Macedon" in his upcoming conflict with the Romans'" In this he was

il:"15#"i;
." Following

his defeat at the hands of the Roman legions, Demetrius nevertheless fed
to Macedon where he spent the remainder of his life at Philipt court.r'

Although, according to Polybius, Rome had given some thought to
Macedon in launching the war against Demetrius,'a this was probably the

first time that Philip had given any thought to Rome. A, 
" 9- or ro-year-

old, in zz9,he may have overheard discussions at court of Rome's recent

victory over Illyrian Ardiaei, kin to the inland Illyrians, with whom the

Macedonians waged perpetual warfare on their northwestern borderlands.

He may even have heard stories or read about Rome's epic twenty-three-

year struggle with and victory over the Carthaginians in the First Punic
.War (264-z4r), which catapulted Rome into the exclusive club of first-

tier powers in the Mediterfanean. The presence of Demetrius at his court,

smaiting from his recent brush with Roman Power, no doubt deepened

Philipk knowledge of and perhaps interest in Rome.

'" For the Sellcia mpaign, ree Polyb. 2.65-7o (widt Demetrim'Presence noted at 2.65.4\ cf Pl:u:.'

Chom.271, Philnp. 6.

'AlgilrprovrdvOaprov...nooo5E'ElovrorqsihriEasCvrflMcxe66vovoixig(Polyb.3l5z1).
Disossion: Brrton zorr: 253.

" Polyb. 4.6r.r-8.
', Pol)6. 3.r9.8.

Macedon. But this couJd just m easily mem dnt the Romans did not want to provoke Philip into
joining in the Illyrim wu by attacking his ally Scerdilaidas.

Rome ,

'!7hen 
news of the Roman mil

Philip at Nemea in late summer, ,
on Rome and his restoration to p
an end to the Social'W'ar, and io
of Illyria and an invasion of Imlr.
argued, on the road to Philipt o
recognized (and Polybius agrees r

ticularly susc€ptible to such ac

"descended from a house the1, 6
of conquering the entire world='

Reinforcement came a fewu-ee
by the Aetolian League stat€sm2r

that Greeks should ,ro1 66111i-o, ,etr[

cine conficts, but present a rrnitet

cially at the present momenr,

in view of the vastness of rhe
place in the \7est. For it is ob
attention to politics that rhec
the Romans the Carthaginian
remain content ruling over rtre
come here and expand ttreir de
sonable. Therefore I beg 1.ou a
at this particularly dalgerour m

consider it worthwhile lool"irs
in Italy, so that when the ri-e
entire world ... [n the meenrl
with the Greeks and your w.ars

special attention to tiis manel
make war or peace with odrers
these storm clouds appeari-ng i
indeed very worried that fies
which we now play with each

so that we will pray to &. g*
making peace with each ofier.
power of disputing among ou-r

', On Demetrius'motives, see Polyb- ;-rc€.;-
'5 npds 6i rouror5 it oixio5 6pgd;prvor;:=.

(Polyb. 5.roz.r). For Philip's mbitiom ui
both the Temenid md Artigonid ruling bo

" Polyb. S.ro4.z-1. On the sprech, rc \{ei
1997; Chmpion zoo4: 55-5; Ecksein ::'
point that the speech is for the mm par r
storm cloud metaphor. It wm appmndr -

rilrlrlili **.-..
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zz Rome and the Third Macedonian \Var

All parties responded positively to the speech - especially Philip, who

was now very eager for peace. Of course, Polybius notes, Agelaus' words

converged with Philips own impulse, the groundwork for which had been

laid by Demetrius of Pharos.'8

For Polybius, Philipt shift in focus from East to'West marks the crit-
ical moment in world history when the syrnploke, "the intertwining," first

occurred: from this point forward, the affairs of Greece, Italy, and Africa
became intertmingled, and embassies went back and forth between the

eastern and western Mediterranean. This vast, interconnected world, in
contact for centuries through trade, piracy, and warfare, was now, ald for

the duration of world history, intertwined politically'

Philip Joins the Fray

Encouraged by Demeuius and Agelaus, Philip soon began laying

the groundwork for a western expedition. His first task, de rigueur for

Macedonian kings about to undertake wide-ranging major wars of con-

quest, was to secure the frontiers of the homeland. The Illyrian warlord

Scerdilaidas, former ally of both Demetrius of Pharos and Philip (and now

a Roman international arnirufs),had been causing trouble on Macedoniat

nofthwestern frontier and made deep inroads into the kingdom itself.-
After driving Scerdilaidas from Macedonia during autumn 2r7, oYer the

ip began const
planned invas

approached th
crzs Apollonia on the Illyrian coast, it was reported to him that a Roman

war-fleet was on its way from Rhegium to assist Scerdilaidas. Philip, not
rating the chances of his litde lemboi against Roman war-ships, reversed

course and retreated into Macedonia. In the event, only ten Roman ships

appeared off the Illyrian coast. It was an embarrassing debacle for Philip,
but, as Polybius notes, he escaped with no losses - excePt for his dignity."

9.37.ro. Morkholm 1967:2444 (cf W'aterfield sine,
mong other reasons, it is smpiciously similar elow).

Champion 1997 stresses that Polybiuk schem on its

o\iln prove the speech inauthentic.
a Polyb. y.ro5,r.

": 
O" *. status, see now Burton 2orr. On Scerdilaidm, see above, n. 14.

9.4.3. Polybiu (5.to.1ro)
the king for lening slip the

after all, the Romans were

Rr"'''

But Philip's haste to brea-k ot i-
a-norher bit of intelligence that p:,. -

of the mobilization of the Ror::-
beaten by Hannibal's Canhasrr---
in lare summer, 216." It u.s r::---
become a second Pyrrhus. To oc -
victorious Hannibal.

tavel was notoriouslr' slc','.

the lemboi demonstrates. tals. - -
is perhaps not surprising. :r.-:
between Hannibal and Phiir: , .

than weeks. The only reason '.', : -

Philipt chief negotiator. \e: :
Roman fleet on his rerurn ---..
Carthaginian legates Gisso J ,

seized the trearF documenr. '- : -

archives, and reproduceci in
mutual assistance and a muru, -:
Hannibal, who was envi.ion.:.
ters of war (in Italy, at leasr .:,: -

keep Philip out of Italy rarl:=.

ace of being defeated, Hann;---
be his patch, and that ir u'a: .'.

have to deal in future.'a A11 rh. ::.
firture Roman aggression br- n..
ment between Carthage and R-,.

preoccupied with the aftermath o: L-:.:::
cuparjon - md Rome'r derermir,'
render to Hmniba]. Hence. u \ J: r ., : -
make contact with Hmnibal, x'irh(- -: : : :

in his grmd plm. Discusion: Badr- :. :
1984: 175-7t Eclstein zoo8: 85t Br::: : : : :

mtipathy towud Philip hu rurn. :

" According to Pol16iu, 7o,ooo Ror.-: r::
of 6,ooo avalry md 3,ooo in[arr : : ::
md y,4oo avalry perished, md :.::: ::.

, Livyzl14r-1cf.App Mac t Li-, :: ::
but this may be m error.

' Rosenstein zolz.: t4s-6 The po.. : . -

the clause mandating Philipt help : : -: r

" Polyb. 7.9 13. Demetrius of Phu:.: '. r :-
some oF his frie nds, evdenrli in . . -

md the Romm renunciation olr.., :::-.
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24 Rome and the Third Macedonian'W'ar

which the treaty was founded, its terms were perforce left vague, its com-

mitments loose: a vague promise of mutual friendship here, another of
mutual protection there, with the usual escape clauses and provisos ("if
necessary," "if agreed upon," "if required"), in addition to the formulaic
ban on betraying the agreement, and the commitment to having the same

friends and enemies.'6 This vagueness, plus the fact that things did not, in
the event, conform to Hannibalt expectations, perhaps explains why no

clear evidence of joint Carthaginian-Macedonian operations survives in
the historical record."z

The so-called "First Macedonian'W'ar" was a mosdy desultory affair.

\Tithout a decent feet (and help from the Carthaginians frustratingly
remote), Philip could not realistically hope to cross to Italy. His options in
Illyria were limited by the presence of a Roman naval contingent of fifry
ships stationed at Brundisium, a mere 75 miles away across the Adriatic as

the crow flies. For their part, the Romans' involvement in the eastern front
of the war with Hannibal could never amount to anydring more than a

defensive holding action.'8 In zrr, Roman envoys cast about for allies in the

East, and ended up securing a treeLy of alliance with the Aetolian League,

perennial enemy of Macedon, with the oPtion of other, non-aligned states

joining in later.'e \7ith these proxies thus engaged, the Romans could

devote almost their firll attention to the western front (encompassing

Italy, Spain, and lately Sicily as well), and restrict their military activities

in Greece to patrolling the Adriatic coastline with the fleet. On land, the

"First Macedonian'W'ar" would come to resemble nothing more or less

than a reignition of the Social 
'W'ar 

- or, as the Greeks themselves aPpar-

ently called it at the dme, "The Aetolian'W'ar.":o

A brief review of events is necessary. In late summer, zr4, Philip
raided the Illyrian coast with oo lemboi, attacking and taking Oricum

t Polyb. 7.9.4 (friendship), i-7 (protection), 8 (bar on betralal), 8-9 (sme friends md enemies),

rr, ry (provisos). Additional sources for dre traqr l*y 23.33.9-tz; App. Mac. y Znt. 9.4-z-3.
Discusion: \Talbmk ry57: 4z-55; Coppola ry93: 169-94; Bederman zoor: 185-9; Pfeilschifter

zoot: 71-4t Eckstein zooS: 83-5; Scherberich zoog: r58-5o (with othus listed at r59 n. ro);
'W'ater6eld zor4: 4y-6.

.7 The "Macedonian kgion" drat ws said to have fought alongside Hmnibal at Zmrin zoz (Lj*y

1o.f .t, 42,) is m inrention. A Carthaginim fleet appeued in Greek waters in zo8, but retreated

before it could make contact with Philip - if tlat was its purpose (Iivy z8.Zll-t8' 8.8).
il Fry scholars follow Huris 1979: zo5'8 or Rich 1984, the former uguing that Rome wa eager to

ssert grster control in Greece duing the wu, the latter that Romm mpaignilg in the Eat m
not u iporadic or half-herted as Livy's swiving account seems to indiqte. For a critique of tiese

thmries, see now Buton zot: 84 n. 24, md of fuch in particulu, below, n. 4z'
,e Lity 26.24.&-14. A fragment of the treaty also surives on m inscriptio n: SEG t1382 = IG D/.r', z4r,
p Eclstein zooS: 77, roz.

R'"'''

and laying siege to Apollonr: -

fleet, M. Valerius Laevinu:. q-.-
ment of troops to Apolloni:. ',,,

Another night attack, thls rin:.
followed. Thanks to the lassiru:;
sand Roman troops were in -: -

rout that ensued, the king rr::
his life, half-dressed and dish., .
a common soldier, much Ie.. . .

dispatched the Roman fleer r- .
Macedonians escaping bl s-. , -

Roman war-ships, hauled :: , .
retreated overland back ro l'1.:.-

The loss of Polybius' ori!. ,

paigns, and the inadequac.' . 
j

the course of the war for rh- -...
in full control of the Illr-ria:, : ,
first in Messenia in thc \\-!.::..
fringes of the inland Ilh-ri.:r- , .
once again pushed through :,- .
rz.rr Roman negotiations u'i-:-
was a long time before rhe ;--:.::
2rr. Some individual and r,:,::. -

Acarnania and on the island , -

ered sufficiently entangled rn :-,.
could safely wirhdraw From ::'= t .

season.la

In zto, rhe Aetolians ln. '. 
-

mander Sulpicius Galba cap:'- :-
on the north shore of the Cc:-
rurned their attention ro L. -

bringing Elis, Sparta, and \1.,..
Roman amici.'6 Afrer rhus r:.::

)' Livyz4.4o.z 13.
t- Li\yL44ot6-r7.
:' Polyb 8.rt r4.

" Lity 26.24.t5-t6.

" I-ilyz6.z6r 1.
16 Provision was made for the inclu: i : :: : : :

No positive evidence for rhe.e ir]
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26 Rome and the Third Macedonian \Var

Romans were now content to wi*rdraw to a defensive posture, guarding

the Adriatic coast with the feet, and leaving the land war in the hands of
their Peloponnesial and Aetolian friends. The followingyear, the senate

evacuated all Roman land forces from Greece.rT

Philip then set to work securing a marching route along the Thessalian

coastline in order to link up with his Peloponnesian allies. He was shad-

owed by the Roman fleet, lately joined by the fleet of a new Roman dmicus,

Attalus I of Pergamum.rs The joint Roman-Pergamene fleet tried to slow
ns The king soon reached t}re

drew him into conflict with
to distract Philip by raiding

the Peloponnesian coast, but again achieved very litde.ao

Meanwhile, in zo9, zo8, and zo7, several. amempts by neutral powers

to mediate between Philip and Aetolia failed.+' The war dragged on as

Philip became increasingly bogged down in Peloponnesian military and

politicd disputes. Finally, inzo7l6, in the face of Philipt considerable suc-

cesses on land, and Romet apparent indifference erren to naval operations

in Greece,a' the Aetolians agreed to terms with the king' This "sepatate

peace," struck without the Roman senate's knowledge or approval, would
become a serious bone of contention between Aetolia and Rome in the

years to come.a' The Romans, after one last-ditch attempt to reverse the

result of tlre separate peace in summer, 2o5,4 deirded to cut their losses

and negotiate with Philip. They could do little else: pursuing the war in
Greece without a major ally, especially now that the final showdown with

Philip during rhe wr md appear as adsciVti on the Roman side in the Pace of Phoenice in zo5.

OttJne amim statx of ite adsnipti, see now Buton zor3i 2;i i- 26.
)7 Lfuy 26.28.1,9.
r On the establishment of the Romm-?agamene &iendship, se now Buton zott: 84-7 -

,e E.g. in zro at Echinu rcross the Malian Gulf fiom Thermopylae (Polyb. 9.4r), and in zo9 at nearby

Imia (lly t7.3o.r-
r. The Romans raided md Corinth in zo8, but ?hilip

soon drove them off to insull a ganison at Cyllene in
Elis md fend of a Macedonian attack (druingwhich Philip was thrown ftom his horse, but remv-

ered md fought on foot "with great courage," according to Livj), but the king escaped laden with
mmsive spoils md in possession of the Elm fort of Phyrcu (Lity zl.y).

a On these initiatives, see now Eclstein zooz and. zooS: 9t-rr6.
+' Livy stata

z9.rz.r), n
Rich 1984:

rwised chronolory, which flady contradicts Lilyk statement md his rccomt.
f See now Buton zorr: z7o-8, with erlier dismsions there cited'
a The proonsu.l P. Sempronius Tudiunu was despatched to Grerce with 3y ships, ro,ooo in6ntry,

md r,ooo cavalry in spring zo; (l)ry z9,rt-.2).

Ror,::.:

Hannibal was looming, u'oui.i ----

resources. The Peace of Phoer.:--.
was out.4t

Despite the failure of his p1-:- ,

and the ineffectiveness of hi. ,

emerged from the conflict re-.--,.
than before. He gained Atinr;r--.
Illyria (including, perhaps, Li.s -.
in possession of the Dessareri.r. .

For the Romans, who, as the -..---

predisposed to accept no*rins -..,
ing result - and would requi::

A \Tar

\Tithin two years of rhe sisnrr: - r
Iigence about Philips acrir irr=, ..-
way to Rome. In winter zo; : .

Antiochus III, signed a secr-, r=
including Egypt itseli uho.. i -

5-year-old boy, Ptolemy \r Epi: -
kept secret in the Mediterran-..-:. ',

in the East soon knew about -: =:,
its existence.a8

Soon Romet eastern frienc. :..
plain about Philip, who had b..-
delegates from the Aetolian L..=-
attacks on Aetolian depend.n,.=,
sadors were sternly rebufred r-. -,-.

separate peace wirh Phitip.- b:. -
from Rome's friends, the bele;q -.,-

]i trms: Livyz9.rz.t1-t4; cf.App -',i;; , ;
,6 See W'albmk r94ot ro) (with eulie: : --:--

\TaterEeld zor4: 56.
+7 On r1le pact, its scope, md effecs se : :-: l
,' Polyb. r4.1a4o\ the leaking of intei-::::. -
'" App. Mac.4.z: ci Liry 2r.29.4. ['r.: : -..

this embmsyappeus to be authenr:c: - --- .
7 n. zr4 (the larter two ciring older Lr<:::-:
uor; d. Briscoe 1971: r3o (wiil older L!::::--:
Eckstein zoo8: zrr-r7 (dating it ro a .- .'.. :
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zg Rome and the Third Macedonian \Var

and Athens, all came before the senate to compla-in of the pact and the

violence of the kings.to

This Mediterranean "diplomatic revolution," as futhur Eckstein has

of Rome whose cries for help were ignored when the city was under siege

words of Sulpicius The

the proposal, and the

ionaldeclarationo Pof
envoys soon appeared in Athens, currently under attack by Philipt general

Nicanor, demanding that Philip make war on no Greek state and submit

his differences with Attalus of Pergamum to arbitration. Another embasry,

was at an end, and a state of war came into being.tl

rgmum, md Rhodc; d. Paus. 46.54, 7.7.7-8; Flor.

$m*#:#i;;i:J*;'.;ri"llrkfffi'*i
also have been a Roman ftiend at this time since Polybim $o.5.5) records an amicitiadatedto tour,d

western Mediterrmen a.ffairs, intensified.
o,,Liuy r.6.r_8.4; conditionar -",";:r::-"; poryb. 6.744, with \ralba* ry67: 543_4; Rich

Li"y
Abydus) allu-

ilius also es of

Roir , ..

The impasse between Rome :.:.,
war, but its causes had been b-:
The causes of the Second \1.;::
arly controversy, bound up ;! -- :

the nature of Roman imperi-- -
period - to say nothing of rhe -: , ,

up ro the war.ta Roman grcc- ..

factor: Sulpicius does not mer:- ,

to the people, where one u'oul - :
In fact, the consul builds h:, :.,,
possible, help and prorecr Lrr.- --

Sulpicius also plays on Ron-r,-, .

by raising the specter oi Ph- : : ,

attacking Italy by land ani ,..
revenge morive explicith-, hr, :.::
surely designed ro inspire :Lr,- '- ..
appears repeatedly in the so--:.,
Polybius, and is bound up \\::- -.

was a continuation of the Firs: .. ,

by a period ofinconvenienr 5.-: -:
able that Philips predaton, c:: ,

hour had resulred in ner g;:n. : :

many Romans Felt this \\a\. -:.

Maecdon) executed lor violalre ::. -

2IHI.
, For Polybius' fmous divisirn ol -" . .'

("beginnings"), sec his mdr.i. o: ...
rgyz; Pidech 1964: 8o-8; Walbmk i: -: ,--
Macedonim Wu ro such forn-r -
extant fragments or the posr-Po1r'br-- : :

t964: tt8-t9' \fla1bmk 1963: r:r D;:: :: -
tt Ot fdes in Sulpicius' speech, see 3 -:: : : :

ally, see Burrorr zor r: 40- s (in rr.-:
ships), with ealier scholrship rhe :. : :::

t6 Lity 1t 8.4 ro; cf. Zon 9 L5 z
j' Revenge: Liry3r.r.9,tt9 1qzzt:;.:: - -

cific grounds for revenge - rhar Pr. : : -

un(rue .toe. rol mem rhar [e<[i r-
and without provocation from R.-::: -:
wirh Philip as resuJting fiom :., '

ro5 ogopgo5 siirlgorol ir ro. . , : -

1rr8-ro; App. Mac az.;Jusr E7,.-:,.
;' Jhis is why his Illyrim gains, re cc:::. :: : :

Nicaea confereucc in November rq!
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